THE “COMPETENT PERSON” IN CONSTRUCTION
Because of the complex nature of the construction industry, certain individuals who work at the jobsite must be extremely knowledgeable about construction work practices. This type of worker is considered a “competent person.” OSHA defines a competent person as “one who is capable of identifying existing and predictable hazards in the surroundings or working conditions which are unsanitary, hazardous, or dangerous to employees, and who has authorization to take prompt corrective measures to eliminate them.”
At a typical construction jobsite, workers could end up dealing with many different coworkers who are considered to be competent persons. Why? Because the term “competent person” is mentioned in 32 OSHA construction standards. 
How does a competent person fit in with a jobsite safety and health program?
Your company must have a comprehensive safety and health program. The program must provide for frequent and regular inspections by competent persons designated by your employer of the: 
· jobsite, 

· materials, and 

· equipment. 

What work areas should be inspected by a competent person?
The 29 CFR 1926 construction regulations require that a competent person inspect various work areas such as:
· scaffolding, 

· excavations, 

· stairways and ladders, 

· asbestos abatement operations, 

· welding and cutting zones, and 

· steel erection sites. 

In addition, some OSHA standards add additional specific requirements that must be met by the competent person.
Respect 
When you see a competent person inspecting a work area, it’s a sign the employer has put a great deal of trust in them. Your safety, and the safety of your workers, often depends on the decisions the competent person makes.
