KEEP YOUR DISTANCE

Working Near Overhead Power Lines
[image: image1.wmf]
An employee who positions a drilling rig crane or dump truck directly beneath a low power line may risk electrocution when the boom or truck bed is raised. A worker who climbs onto a tall truck bed to unfasten a load can be electrocuted instantly if he or she contacts a nearby power line. Accidents such as these involving overhead power lines are serious and usually result in severe burns or death. They also typically result from unsafe work practices and can be prevented.

Look Before You Work
Your eyes are your best protection against the dangers posed by overhead power lines. Before you work outdoors, survey the scene carefully to identify and avoid overhead hazards. Estimate clearances from lines to the highest possible part of your vehicle or equipment.

If You Must Work Beneath Power Lines:
· Follow your company’s guidelines for safe clearances. (A minimum clearance is required by law.)

· If you need extra protection, contact the facility owner, who will install barriers or de-energize the line.

· Make sure workers standing on the ground do not touch vehicles or equipment. Electricity can pass quickly 

      through a vehicle or other equipment and    shock anyone in its path.                                                            

· If a vehicle or other equipment with the potential to contact overhead lines is grounded, make sure employees do not stand at or near the grounding location whenever there is a possibility of overhead line contact. Depending on the conditions underfoot, current could be transferred several feet outward from the grounding point.

· Be careful when handling long, conductive materials, such as pipes and metal rods. Use ladders with nonconductive rails.

If a Live Wire Falls
Electricity from a downed wire will use you to get to the ground if you come in contact with it. If a live power line falls, stay away from it and call for help. If the line hits your vehicle, stay inside. If there is a fire, then jump out, being sure not to touch the vehicle and the ground at the same time.

Be Aware
Be aware of the hazards of overhead power lines and keep your distance to avoid deadly mistakes!

